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Rotary Club Battery Recycling
Note: Please use this blurb for battery recycling events for newsletters and where a short description is needed.

The use of lithium-ion batteries is increasing, not only as the electric vehicle industry is scaling, but also with the increasing use of these batteries in cell phones, laptops, tablets, power tools, electric toothbrushes, wireless headphones, vaping devices, and any other rechargeable device with a lithium-ion battery.  We are holding a battery recycling event. As a convenience, we take all household batteries; however, we cannot take lead-acid car batteries.  Rechargeable batteries contain minerals in limited supply, such as nickel, lithium, and cobalt, many of which are mined in third-world countries. Mining is not environmentally friendly, and these countries do not adhere to high environmental and safety standards (including child labor). In the case of cobalt, the mines and the processing are dominated by China. Future supply of these minerals will not be able to keep up with the surge in demand. Today, less than 17% of consumer lithium-ion batteries are recycled, and many have ended up in landﬁlls, causing ﬁres and deaths.

<your Rotary club name> is partnering with The Battery Network, a non-profit organization in the U.S.  We can collect all batteries, except for lead-acid car batteries.  The batteries are collected and sorted to send directly to vetted and approved recyclers in the U.S.

<your Rotary club name> is targeting households in your community and oﬀering a <update drive-through language if you’re not having this> drive-through recycling event at <your location, date and time>.> Our goal is to develop awareness and a movement to "mine the junk drawers of America". The recovery of the essential minerals will help ensure the security of American supply chains for electric vehicle batteries and the electric grid.
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